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Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum 


Whether  or  not  1957  becomes  permanently  identified  in  world  history  as  the 
Year  of  Sputnik,  the  Museum's  1957-8  year  is  likely  long  to  be  remembered  under 
that  rubric.  Satellites  and  orbs,  artificial  or  natural,  and  extended  voyages  into  at 
least  terrestrial  space  played  an  unusual  role  in  the  activities  of  a  year  which  was 
conspicuously  started  by  the  temporary  erection  outside  the  building  of  a  full-scale 
model  of  a  satellite  launcher.  Within,  the  year  turned  on  the  usual  combination  of 
conservation,  research,  acquisition,  and  exhibition.  That  most  of  these  functions 
were  marked  by  a  certain  boldness  was  perhaps  a  natural  reflection  of  the  moment 
when  the  first  successful  penetration  of  outer  space  caused  a  universal  stimulation 
of  the  imaginative  faculty  of  man. 

Administratively,  a  further  step  was  taken  in  the  long  process  of  integrating  the 
Museum  into  the  structure  of  the  University  while  preserving  at  the  same  time  its 
freedom  to  fulfil  its  obligations  to  the  general  public.  This  was  accomplished  through 
an  independent  survey  on  salaries  and  equivalences  of  rank.  The  results,  although 
in  some  respects  "confirming  a  suspicion  that  the  Museum  is  a  satellite  rather  than  an 
organ,  were  beneficial  in  two  respects:  a  further  improvement  in  salaries  was 
achieved,  and  a  procedure  for  regular  and  merited  promotions  within  the  staff, 
especially  at  junior  levels,  was  instituted  and  produced  an  immediate  improvement 
in  morale  by  establishing  a  genuine  incentive  for  professional  progress. 

The  Museum's  increased  ability  to  seize  an  opportunity  effectively  was  demon- 
strated by  the  rapid  organization  and  smooth  operation  of  the  Division  of  Zoology 
and  Palaeontology's  expedition  to  Peru.  The  recognition  by  a  former  student  of  the 
significance  of  an  untouched  Pleistocene  tar  seep  near  Talara  in  northern  Peru  (a 
site  very  similar  to  the  famous  LaBrea  tar  pits  in  Los  Angeles) ,  the  fortunate  circum- 
stance that  the  land  is  under  the  control  of  a  subsidiary  of  the  Imperial  Oil  Company, 
and  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the  Special  Grant  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  could  be 
devoted  to  the  purpose,  enabled  the  Museum  to  send  a  team  of  its  experts,  properly 
equipped,  to  the  site  in  short  order.  In  one  season's  work  plus  an  additional  trip  by 
Dr.  R.  R.  H.  Lemon,  he,  Dr.  Gordon  Edmund,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Hornell  were  able 
to  obtain  a  very  extensive  series  of  both  vertebrate  and  invertebrate  specimens  of 
well-preserved  South  American  prehistoric  fauna  parallel  to  the  known  material  from 
California.  This  find  provides  most  important  research  material  for  many  years  to 
come,  as  well  as  a  substantial  number  of  effective  exhibition  pieces.  The  local  support 
and  assistance  of  the  oil  company  were  of  great  material  aid  to  the  successful  comple- 
tion of  the  mission. 

The  increasing  recognition  of  the  Museum's  active  part  in  the  life  of  the 
community  was  marked  by  an  unusual  number  of  non-museum  events  held  in  the 
building  by  request.  These  began  with  the  opening  reception  for  the  plenary  session 
of  the  International  Geophysical  Year  congress,  an  occasion  which  gave  the  many 
foreign  delegates  and  their  wives  an  immediate  opportunity  to  become  aware  of 
the  richness  of  Royal  Ontario  Museum  collections.  The  Board  and  staff  were  particu- 
larly pleased  in  view  of  his  long  and  sympathetic  interest  in  the  Museum  and  its 
problems  that  the  Museum  should  have  been  chosen  as  the  setting  for  the  University's 
reception  to  honour  President  Sidney  Smith  when  he  paid  his  first  return  visit  after 
becoming  Secretary  of  State  for  External  Affairs.  Another  extraordinary  event 
occurred  in  the  spring  when  the  Junior  Women's  Committee  of  the  Toronto  Sym- 
phony Orchestra  sponsored  in  the  Museum  the  first  exhibition  by  the  recently 
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formed  Society  of  Decorators.  These  novel  activities  gave  valuable  experience  for  the 
conduct  of  such  affairs  in  the  future  and  introduced  many  new  visitors  to  the 
Museum. 

Each  of  the  research  departments  and  nearly  all  the  curatorial  staffs  were 
engaged  actively  in  the  furtherance  of  a  wide  variety  of  research  projects.  Although 
none  of  the  several  books  completed  during  the  period  had  achieved  publication  by 
June  30,  the  list  of  publications  by  members  of  the  staff  gives  some  notion  of  the 
range  of  work  in  progress.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  this  as  in  any  other  museum 
the  end  result  or  visible  evidence  of  research  activity  is  not  confined  by  any  means 
to  books,  articles,  or  lectures.  Labelling  of  specimens  or  exhibits  in  the  permanent 
galleries,  study,  cataloguing  and  organization  of  new  additions  to  the  collections, 
organization  of  special  exhibitions,  exploration  and  testing  of  new  techniques  of 
conservation,  assistance  in  identification  of  objects  for  private  collectors  or  other  less 
well-equipped  institutions,  and  preparation  of  papers  for  delivery  at  professional 
meetings  are  all  aspects  of  the  unceasing  research  which  occupies  a  major  part  of 
the  time  of  curators  and  senior  technicians.  This  holds  true  for  all  divisions. 

The  exhibition  programme  for  the  year  was  both  broad  in  scope  and  intense  in 
tempo.  As  usual  the  Division  of  Art  and  Archaeology  was  the  most  conspicuous  in 
this  important  area  of  museum  activity,  for  it  is  here  that  public  and  student  alike 
have  their  best  opportunity  to  explore  a  specific  aspect  of  a  subject,  to  rediscover 
the  multiple  values, of  familiar  objects  in  new  contexts,  and  to  make  the  acquaintance 
of  new  objects  or  important  pieces  borrowed  for  the  occasion  from  distant  and  some- 
times ordinarily  inaccessible  collections.  An  early  show  of  the  season  was  an  admirable 
illustration  of  the  value  of  seeing  familiar  objects  in  new  associations:  this  was  an 
exhibition  arranged  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Dr.  C.  T.  Currelly,  the  founding 
genius  of  the  old  Royal  Ontario  Museum  of  Archaeology.  It  emphasized  the  extra- 
ordinary breadth  of  his  interests  and  the  quality  of  his  taste. 

The  distinguished  collections  of  Persian  paintings  belonging  to  Mrs.  Samuel 
Bronfman  of  Montreal  and  New  York  and  Mrs.  Charles  Slatkin  of  New  York  were 
joined  with  museum  objects  in  a  choice  exhibition  entitled  "Persian  Paintings  and 
Islamic  Applied  Arts,"  which  took  place  too  early  in  the  season  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion it  deserved.  The  third  and  final  instalment  in  the  sequence  of  exhibitions 
devoted  to  Dr.  A.  E.  MacDonald's  great  collection  of  maps  illustrative  of  the  history 
of  the  exploration  of  Canada  enjoyed  wide  success.  Shown  under  the  title  of  "Up 
North,"  it  was  devoted  to  the  Arctic  and  turned  on  the  four-century  search  for  the 
Northwest  Passage,  a  story  which  was  brought  to  a  dramatic  conclusion  by  con- 
current events  in  the  Arctic  itself.  This  show  had  the  benefit  of  the  first  full-dress 
installation  undertaken  by  the  Division's  new  Display  Chief,  Mr.  Harley  Parker. 
"Pioneer  Ontario"  at  the  year's  end  presented  the  familiar  McCrea  models  in  entirely 
new  and  most  effective  settings.  The  Canadiana  Gallery,  dislocated  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  year  by  building  activities,  was  able  to  mount  two  exhibitions,  "The 
Seven  Years  War  in  Canada"  and  an  ambitious  show  "KrieghofT,  Bartlett  and  Kane." 
The  latter  celebrated  the  opening  of  the  new  wing. 

The  most  ambitious  exhibition  ever  undertaken  by  the  Museum,  the  climax 
of  more  than  two  years  of  intensive  effort,  had  the  honour  of  being  opened  in  a  gala 
atmosphere  by  the  Governor-General  on  the  evening  of  January  13.  This  was  "Seven 
Centuries  of  English  Silver,"  a  survey  of  changing  taste  and  fine  craftsmanship,  which 
brought  together  what  critics  have  described  as  the  finest  assemblage  of  top-quality 
pieces  ever  arranged  in  this  field.  It  drew  nearly  60,000  visitors  over  a  two-month 
period  and  had  an  installation  worthy  of  the  subject.  The  preparations  for  the  show 
resulted  in  the  discovery  of  an  unexpected  number  of  major  pieces  in  private 
Canadian  collections  and  stimulated  very  wide  interest.  Precious  objects  were 
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graciously  lent  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Brunswick 
and  Liineburg,  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Goldsmiths,  King's  College,  Cambridge, 
and  a  large  number  of  other  private,  corporate,  and  institutional  owners.  A 
distinguished  series  of  lectures  in  connection  with  the  exhibition  was  delivered  by 
Mrs.  G.  E.  P.  How  of  London,  who  was  the  exhibition's  learned  and  charming 
English  consultant,  Mrs.  Lydia  Bond  Powel  and  Mr.  Carl  Dauterman  of  the  Metro- 
politan Museum,  Mr.  Marvin  Ross  of  the  Dumbarton  Oaks  Foundation,  Mrs. 
Katherine  Buehler  of  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  and  Mr.  Paul  Grigaut  of 
the  Detroit  Institute  of  Arts.  A  handsomely  illustrated  and  designed  catalogue  was 
also  produced  and  serves  as  a  permanent  handbook  on  the  subject  of  English  domestic 
silver  from  the  late  thirteenth  to  the  early  nineteenth  century. 

Smaller  shows  within  the  Division  ranged  from  comic  strips  to  incunabula  from 
the  collection  of  Carl  Dair  and  from  Selwyn  Dewdney's  copies  of  Indian  pictographs 
in  Quetico  Park  to  "Gentleman  of  Fashion,"  which  was  drawn  from  the  large 
collection  of  prints  given  by  Warren  K.  Cook  Co.  Exhibitions  in  the  continuing 
series  devoted  to  master  photographers  were  given  of  the  work  of  Sam  Tata  and 
Roloff  Beny. 

The  Division  of  Geology  and  Mineralogy,  although  heavily  preoccupied  with 
the  second  stage  of  the  rebuilding  of  its  permanent  galleries,  contrived  an  illuminating 
exhibition  on  the  subject  of  artificial  satellites  and,  for  the  International  Geophysical 
Year,  an  insight  into  working  methods  of  Soviet  scientists  in  the  Antarctic  through 
a  splendid  set  of  photographs.  The  Division  of  Zoology  and  Palaeontology,  likewise 
heavily  preoccupied  during  the  year  with  such  other  commitments  as  the  building 
of  its  new  reptile  gallery  and  the  Peruvian  expedition,  nonetheless  contributed  two 
short-term  shows  of  special  interest,  one  devoted  to  "Arctic  Birds"  and  the  other  to 
"Reptiles" — many  of  which  were  shown  alive. 

A  great  deal  of  field  work  in  addition  to  the  Peruvian  expedition  was  carried 
out  or  continued.  New  work  was  undertaken  at  Chubb  Crater  in  Northern  Quebec 
and,  although  Dr.  V.  B.  Meen's  personal  participation  was  prevented  at  the  last 
moment,  he  had  completed  the  planning  and  has  since  had  all  the  fresh  data  made 
available  to  him.  He  was  able  to  continue  a  project  in  eastern  Ontario,  especially  on 
radioactive  occurrences  in  the  Wilberforce-Bancroft  area.  All  members  of  his 
Division  have  continued  geological  and  mineralogical  field  research  in  other  parts  of 
Ontario.  Dr.  Urquhart  was  able  to  carry  out  further  elements  in  his  famed  tracking 
of  Monarch  butterfly  migrations  and  Dr.  Wiggins  made  further  progress  in  the  field 
collecting  of  Trichoptera.  The  Division  of  Art  and  Archaeology  was  deeply  dis- 
appointed to  be  unable  for  want  of  funds  to  start  work  on  the  Central  American 
site  reserved  for  the  Museum  but  has  been  very  active  closer  to  home.  The  second 
season  at  Serpent  Mounds  was  curtailed  but  made  substantial  progress  which  was  of 
great  benefit  in  planning  the  third  season's  campaign  in  1958.  Field  investigation 
and  some  digging  were  carried  out  at  Inverhuron  and  English  River.  All  the  ground- 
work was  laid  for  an  extended  ethnological  project  in  the  north,  which  was,  however, 
only  just  begun  in  the  field  at  the  end  of  the  session.  The  first  season  in  the  important 
recording  project  on  Indian  pictographs,  which  is  being  conducted  jointly  with  the 
Quetico  Foundation  under  the.  supervision  of  Mr.  Selwyn  Dewdney,  contributed  to  a 
splendid  start  and  mapping  for  the  subsequent  seasons  permitted  the  full  planning 
of  campaign  for  the  1958  season. 

A  happy  event  took  place  on  March  22  when,  with  the  Honourable  J.  Keiller 
Mackay,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ontario,  in  the  chair,  and  in  the  presence  of  a 
most  distinguished  gathering  of  guests,  the  new  wing  of  the  Sigmund  Samuel  Cana- 
dian a  Gallery  was  officially  opened.  This  occasion  had  had  to  be  delayed  for  several 
months  because  of  a  strike,  but  the  obvious  pleasure  of  the  Honorary  Chairman  in 
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seeing  this  generous  project  carried  through  to  completion  in  his  ninety-second  year 
was  in  no  way  diminished  by  the  delay.  The  new  space  includes  a  fine  gallery  on  the 
main  floor,  a  smaller  gallery  for  historical  portraits  on  the  lower  floor  and  additional 
offices  and  storage.  The  wing  was  inaugurated  with  an  exhibition  of  the  works  of 
three  principal  early  figures  in  the  history  of  Canadian  art,  Krieghoff,  Bartlett,  and 
Paul  Kane. 

The  special  lecture  series  was  greatly  strengthened  by  an  increase  in  appropria- 
tion and  a  working  arrangement  with  the  Department  of  University  Extension.  The 
series  of  lectures  in  connection  with  the  Silver  Exhibition  has  been  mentioned.  Other 
distinguished  lecturers  presented  in  the  Museum  were  Dr.  Michael  Stettler,  Director 
of  the  Bernese  Historical  Museum;  Dr.  Cooney  of  the  Brooklyn  Museum;  and  Mr. 
Peter  Floud  of  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  London.  Extension  courses  by 
members  of  the  staff  included  Adventures  in  Archaeology,  Art  in  Japan,  and  the 
second  series  of  So  You're  Going  to  Europe.  Special  courses  were  given  on  Fashion 
Design,  Furniture  Design,  the  Museum  as  a  Teaching  Aid,  and  Talking  of  Textiles. 

Upwards  of  twenty  staff  members  did  cross-appointment  teaching  in  the  Univer- 
sity and  the  whole  of  the  curatorial  staff  devoted  much  time  and  effort  to  occasional 
speaking  to  clubs  and  other  organizations  throughout  Ontario.  Papers  delivered  at 
professional  congresses  here  and  abroad  have  been  recorded  in  the  Staff  Bulletin  as 
well  as  much  of  the  routine  travelling  by  staff  members.  It  is  worth  noting  that  efforts 
to  obtain  travel  grants  for  Museum  personnel  are  beginning  to  bear  fruit.  Among 
those  awarded  during  the  period  were  one  from  Unesgo  to  Mrs.  Barbara  Stephen 
for  study  in  Japan  and  one  from  the  Canada  Council  to  Mr.  Harley  Parker  to  study 
installation  techniques  in  Europe.  The  Museum's  own  enlarged  travel  appropriation 
enabled  a  sizable  delegation  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  American  Association  of 
Museums  in  Charleston  and  of  the  Canadian  Association  at  Windsor,  and  made  it 
possible  for  many  individual  members  to  attend  professional  congresses  in  their  own 
disciplines. 

All  divisions  have  made  notable  acquisitions  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The 
improvement  of  the  collections  has  been  greatly  aided  by  the  continuation  of  the 
special  grant  of  $100,000  first  offered  last  year  by  the  Provincial  Government,  by 
gifts  and  bequests  from  generous  donors,  and  through  the  Museum's  field  work. 
Detailed  lists  of  acquisitions  appear  in  an  appendix,  but  some  of  them  may  be  noted 
here. 

The  Division  of  Zoology  and  Palaeontology  has  made  two  remarkable  additions. 
The  Peruvian  expedition  already  mentioned  produced  four  tons  of  Pleistocene  fossils 
from  the  LaBrea  tar  pits  near  Talara  in  northern  Peru.  There  are  many  hundreds  of 
unusually  well-preserved  specimens,  both  vertebrate  and  invertebrate,  which  will  be 
the  objects  of  research  for  many  years  to  come,  as  well  as  being  welcome  exhibition 
material.  The  opportunity  to  purchase  the  James  Alexander  Munro  research  collec- 
tion of  western  birds  (8,299  specimens)  and  mammals  (2,723  specimens)  at  once 
filled  a  major  gap  in  the  Museum's  systematic  ornithological  holdings  and  raised  it  to 
top  rank  in  the  field  of  North  American  birds.  The  Munro  ornithological  collection 
includes  representatives  of  310  of  North  America's  376  genera  and  588  of  its  795 
species.  The  mammal  section  is  equally  rich.  This  department  was  further  enriched 
by  the  gifts  of  the  Charles  Long  collection  of  East  African  birds  and  the  Arthur  Smith 
collection  of  Ontario  birds.  A  large  collection  of  invertebrates  from  the  Mississippian 
Rundle  formation  was  added  to  the  Museum's  rich  holdings  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Crickmay 
of  Calgary. 

The  collections  of  the  Division  of  Geology  and  Mineralogy  continued  to  improve 
through  a  large  number  of  gifts  and  exchanges,  through  field  work  and  through 
purchase.  Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  additions  were  to  the  gem  collection,  espe- 
cially an  imperial  blue  facetted  topaz  weighing  3,000  carats,  the  blue  "'Star  of  Lanka" 
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sapphire  of  194  carats  (both  by  purchase),  and  a  large  black  opal  given  by  Dr. 
Sigmund  Samuel.  The  "Star  of  Lanka"  has  been  installed  in  a  special  new  type  of 
pillar  case  and  attracts  vivid  attention. 

All  departments  of  the  Division  of  Art  and  Archaeology  benefited  by  the 
acquisition  of  both  distinguished  single  pieces  and  blocks  of  study  and  research 
material.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  a  life-size  antique  marble  figure  of  an 
athlete  after  Polycleitus,  a  portrait  bust  of  Thucydides  in  marble  and  a  large  bronze 
patera  with  the  handle  in  the  form  of  an  Apollo,  all  by  purchase  for  the  Greek  and 
Roman  Department;  a  very  rare  eleventh-century  Shinto  standing  figure  in  wood 
and  a  bronze  standing  Buddha  of  the  ninth  century  from  Negapatam  in  southern 
India,  both  by  purchase  for  the  Far  Eastern  collections;  a  set  of  Queen  Anne  crewel- 
work  bed  hangings,  by  purchase  for  the  Textile  Department;  an  important  portrait 
bust  of  a  nobleman  in  terra  cotta  (about  1580)  by  the  Venetian  sculptor  Alessandro 
Vittoria,  by  purchase,  and  a  silver  cup  and  cover  of  1740-1  by  Christian  Hillan  of 
London,  as  a  bequest  of  Mrs.  G.  Howard  Ferguson,  for  the  European  Department; 
an  XI  Dynasty  limestone  stele  by  gift  to  the  Egyptian  Department,  and  seven  other 
reliefs  of  various  periods  purchased  from  the  Metropolitan  Museum;  a  superb  Baga 
"Nimba"  in  wood,  by  purchase,  and  a  notable  Teotihuacan  mask  in  onyx,  by  gift  of 
Mrs.  Edgar  Stone,  to  the  Department  of  Ethnology;  the  unique  Edith  Chowne  Pierce 
collection  of  early  Canadian  glass  by  gift  of  Dr.  Lome  Pierce,  a  seventeenth-century 
painting,  "Fishing  Station  in  Newfoundland,"  by  Gerard  van  Edema  and  the  1511 
Ptolemy  Atlas  among  the  numerous  and  valuable  gifts  of  Dr.  Sigmund  Samuel,  and 
a  distinguished  set  of  butternut  panelling  by  purchase  from  a  house  in  Fenelon  Falls, 
all  for  the  Canadiana  Collections.  A  remarkable  collection  of  ancient  sculptures  and 
fragments  in  stone  and  clay  from  Cyprus,  numbering  over  three  hundred  pieces,  was 
transferred  to  the  Museum  from  the  National  Gallery  in  Ottawa.  Its  full  importance 
cannot  be  assessed  until  it  has  had  very  thorough  study,  but  it  is  certain  to  throw 
light  on  early  trade  and  cultural  relations  between  the  island  and  some  of  its  main- 
land neighbours.  It  ranges  from  the  early  Bronze  Age  to  the  Roman  period. 

The  Division  of  Education  is  working  at  full  capacity  and  cannot  at  present 
undertake  any  additions  to  its  teaching  commitments.  The  unique  winter  sendee, 
teaching  with  case  exhibitions  in  distant  schools,  brought  nearly  nine  thousand  pupils 
in  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence  and  Muskoka  districts  into  direct  contact  with  the 
Museum  this  year.  The  twelve  unaccompanied  travelling  cases  went  to  some  fifty 
additional  secondary  schools.  Some  twelve  hundred  elementary  schools  have  also  used 
material  circulated  by  the  Division  of  Education.  The  highly  popular  Saturday  Morn- 
ing Club,  working  under  the  devoted  leadership  of  Miss  Eugenia  Berlin,  concentrated 
for  the  year  at  all  age  levels  on  "The  Use  of  Clay  by  Different  Peoples";  the  two 
special  exhibitions  which  resulted  were  a  clear  demonstration  of  how  successfully  the 
children's  horizons  are  extended  and  what  intelligent  and  imaginative  use  they  make 
of  Museum  collections.  The  Division  co-ordinates  all  the  teaching  by  institutions 
other  than  the  University  which  use  the  Museum,  and  collaborates  in  the  preparation 
of  the  various  Extension  courses  held  here.  This  year  it  also  played  a  principal  role 
in  organizing  the  experimental  Camp  Museum  arranged  for  the  international  Cen- 
tenary World  Camp  for  Girl  Guides  held  at  Elmsdale,  Ont.  The  Camp  Museum  was 
visited  by  some  six  thousand  persons.  As  usual  it  made  a  major  contribution  to  the 
annual  workshop  sessions  arranged  by  the  Ontario  Historical  Association  to  aid  the 
volunteer  staffs  of  local  museums.  In  the  course  of  the  year  the  Division  was  respon- 
sible for  the  direct  instruction  within  the  Museum  of  over  sixty  thousand  children, 
51,231  attending  in  1,777  class  groups,  and  also,  in  the  course  of  the  teachers'  trips 
to  remote  schools,  its  members  reached  9,138  more  in  224  classes. 

The  first  of  many  staff  changes  by  appointment,  promotion,  or  resignation  during 
the  year  was  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Henry  Trubner  of  the  Los  Angeles  County 
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Museum  to  the  Curatorship  of  Oriental  Art  and  Acting  Curator  of  the  Far  Eastern 
Department.  Miss  Helen  Fernald  as  of  June  30  became  Research  Curator  of  Oriental 
Art  in  order  to  be  able  to  devote  full  time  to  completing  the  first  part  of  the  projected 
five-volume  catalogue  of  the  Chinese  Collections.  In  the  same  Division  Mr.  John 
Lunn,  formerly  Director  of  the  Verulamium  Museum  at  St.  Alban's,  Herts.,  joined 
the  staff  as  Assistant  Curator  in  the  Classical  Department  and  Mr.  Harley  Parker  of 
the  Ontario  College  of  Art  became  Display  Chief,  a  new  and  key  position.  The 
resignation  of  Mrs.  D.  B.  Gill  from  the  Modern  European  Department  and  the 
retirement  of  preparator  Mr.  Michael  Gedeonoff  were  particularly  regretted.  In 
Zoology  and  Palaeontology  Dr.  E.  Crossman  and  Dr.  R.  R.  H.  Lemon  came  to  the 
Museum  as  Assistant  Curators  of  Ichthyology  and  Herpetology  and  Invertebrate 
Palaeontology  respectively.  Dr.  Lemon  is  also  in  charge  of  the  latter  department. 
This  Division  regrettably  lost  the  services  of  its  popular  artist,  Mr.  Archie  Reid,  and 
of  both  its  long-time  Secretary  and  its  Librarian,  Miss  M.  Easto  and  Miss  E.  R. 
McClure.  Between  the  several  divisions  five  junior  staff  members  were  to  be  awarded 
on  July  1  (in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  new  system)  merit  promotions  to 
Assistant  Curatorships  and  several  more  to  the  new  rank  of  Curatorial  Assistant, 
which  is  designated  as  an  in-training  step  for  advancement  into  the  fully  professional 
curatorial  grades.  They  will  be  listed  in  the  next  report.  Mr.  Harold  Vanstone, 
Artist-Preparator  in  Geology,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  earned  his  B.A. 
extramurally. 

The  Office  of  Information  Services  has  had  a  very  busy  year  and  has  been 
obliged  to  increase  its  staff  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  the  increasing  demands  made 
upon  it.  It  performed  with  particular  effectiveness  during  the  Silver  Show,  and  has 
found  time  in  addition  to  its  more  obvious  duties  to  carry  through  a  large  part  of  the 
planning  for  two  major  projects  starting  with  the  new  fiscal  year  and  to  be  of  unob- 
trusive assistance  at  one  time  or  another  to  nearly  every  department  in  the  Museum. 
Its  odd  jobs  have  included  devising  a  successful  strategy  for  rescuing  a  shipment  of 
reptiles  in  danger  of  rotting  on  a  strikebound  ship  at  Montreal  and  arranging  for 
several  extremely  welcome  gifts  of  objects  or  financial  assistance  to  the  Museum.  A 
report  for  the  first  ten  months  of  the  year  showed  that  the  office  had  placed  1,208 
stories  and  226  pictures  about  Museum  activities  in  the  press  for  a  total  of  4,249 
inches  of  news  space  and  for  eleven  months  of  the  reporting  period  had  arranged 
fifty-five  radio  appearances  (604  minutes)  and  twenty-five  television  appearances 
(294  minutes).  The  natural  sciences  and  archaeology  have  enjoyed  great  popularity 
as  themes  for  television  and  radio  programmes,  though  the  spectacular  English  silver 
exhibition  commanded  the  greatest  concentration  of  attention  from  both  media. 

Attendance  as  a  gross  statistic  is  only  one  yardstick  for  measuring  the  effectiveness 
of  a  museum  and  is  hardly  the  most  important.  However  several  interesting  and  even 
significant  facts  emerge  from  discrete  studies  of  Royal  Ontario  Museum  statistics 
recently  concluded.  The  Museum  was  used  in  one  way  or  another  by  545,742  persons 
during  the  reporting  period  and  over-all  attendance  has  increased  by  26  per  cent  in 
the  past  three  years.  Use  by  school  children  in  class  groups  has  remained  about 
stationary,  since  the  Division  of  Education  cannot  handle  more  than  the  present  load, 
and  is  obliged  to  refuse  a  substantial  number  of  requests.  Use  by  university  students 
tends  to  follow  the  curve  of  the  steady  increase  in  registration.  Free  adult  attendance 
has,  however,  taken  a  sharp  upward  turn  in  the  past  three  years,  attaining  within  the 
period  under  review  an  increase  of  49  per  cent.  This  would  appear  to  be  the  result 
in  large  measure  of  the  programme  of  special  exhibitions  and  greatly  improved  in- 
formation services.  Its  full  significance  is  not  yet  understood. 

The  Museum  received  its  eleven  millionth  visitor  since  its  original  opening  in 
1912  sometime  during  the  month  of  May.  The  visit  went  unnoticed  and  the  anony- 
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mous  visitor,  discovered  through  statistics,  departed  without  a  souvenir  of  the  occa- 
sion. That  is  the  way  we  like  it  to  be.  A  museum  is  a  very  personal  thing  from  which 
each  man  or  child  carries  away  approximately  what  he  is  willing  to  put  in.  It  is  a 
spiritual  transaction  and  the  least  among  the  visitors  is  as  welcome  as  he  who  comes 
bearing  material  gifts  for  the  good  of  all.  The  fact  that  well  over  eleven  million  people 
have  now  made  use  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
vision  of  the  founders,  the  devotion  of  staff  throughout  these  years,  and  the  confidence 
of  government,  University,  and  trustees  have  been  well  placed.  The  Museum  seeks 
only  further  ways  to  increase  its  usefulness  to  the  community  of  which  it  is  a  real  and 
vital  part,  and  to  the  fellowship  of  scholars  within  the  University. 


Royal  Ontario  Museum  Attendance,  July  1,  1957,  to  June  30,  1958 


No.  of 

No.  of 

groups 

individuals 

A.  Using  R.O.M.  galleries  and  studies 

1.  General  public 

— 

281,845 

2.  School  classes 

(a)  Toronto 

757 

24,817 

( b )  Province 

Museum 

1,020 

26,414 

Teachers'  trips 

224 

9,138 

(c)  R.O.M.  staff 

2 

45 

( d )  Unconducted 

• 

325 

7,747 

total 

2,328 

68,161 

3.  Groups  other  than  schools 

(fl)  Ontario  College  of  Art 

1  1  TXG. 
11,/  OO 

( b )  Extension 

87 

7,706 

(c)  R.O.M.  staff 

18 

554 

(d)  Unconducted 

149 

5,392 

(e)  University  of  Toronto 

519 

3,713 

total 

1,269 

29,101 

B.  Using  theatre  and  lecture  rooms 

1.  University  of  Toronto 

1,531 

112,060 

2.  R.O.M.  sponsored 

98 

16,405 

3.  Unsponsored 

97 

25,912 

TOTAL 

1,726 

154,377 

C.  Using  Canadiana  Gallery,  Archives  Building 

12,258 

Summary 

General  public 

281,845 

School  classes 

2,328 

68,161 

Groups  other  than  schools 

1,269 

29,101 

Using  theatre  and  lecture  rooms 

1,726 

154,377 

Using  Canadiana  Gallery,  Archives  Building 

12,258 

Total 

5,323 

545,742 

Principal  Accessions 

division  of  art  and  archaeology 

Dr.  Sigmund  Samuel's  continuing  flow  of  important  gifts  to  the  Canadiana  Collection  is 
too  great  to  permit  of  enumeration.  Only  the  following  can  be  noted: 
Royal  portraits  of  Francis  I  of  France,  Henry  VIII,  and  Elizabeth 

Portrait  of  Michael  Francklin,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  his  wife,  attributed  to 
John  Singleton  Copley 
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LIBRARY 
ROYAG  ONTARIO  MUSEUM 


Portrait  of  Brigadier-General  Monckton  by  Thomas  Beach 
"Fishing  Station  in  Newfoundland"  by  Gerard  van  Edema 

"Admiral  Home's  Flagship  setting  out  from  Dover  to  Quebec"  by  Thomas  Whitcombe 
Water-colours  by  Captain  Thomas  Davies,  Robert  Petley,  William  Armstrong,  M.  M.  Chaplin, 

W.  Cresswell,  and  J.  C.  Way 
Numismatics  and  rare  books  such  as  the  1507  "Cosmographie"  of  Martin  Waldseemuller,  the 

1511  Ptolemy  Atlas,  and  a  1521  edition  of  Macrobius 
Ship  model  of  Champlain's  Don  de  Dieu 

Edith  Chown  Pierce  Collection  of  Early  Canadian  Glass,  gift  of  Dr.  Lome  Pierce 
Ontario  eighteenth-century  maple  drop-leaf  table,  gift  of  Miss  Helen  Norton 
Ontario  pine  corner  cabinet,  gift  of  R.  Laidlaw  Lumber  Co. 

Ontario  panelling,  doors,  windows,  and  staircase  from  Blythe  Farm,  Fenelon  Falls,  purchase 

Card-table  and  mirror,  Montreal,  nineteenth-century,  purchase 

Limestone  slab  stele,  Egyptian,  XI  Dynasty,  gift 

Limestone  hunting  scene,  Egyptian,  XVIII  Dynasty,  purchase 

Seven  limestone  reliefs,  Egyptian,  purchase 

Ostrakon  and  basket,  Egyptian,  purchase 

Teotihuacan  onyx  mask,  gift  of  Mrs.  Edgar  Stone 

Speck  Collection  of  Indian  ethnological  specimens,  purchase 

Haida  dagger,  purchase 

Baga  Nimba,  purchase 

Central  American  sculptures  in  terracotta,  gifts  and  purchases 
Hopi  material,  purchase 

African  material,  particularly  sculptures  in  wood  and  masks,  purchase 
Hardy  Collection  of  dresses,  gift 
Cawthra  Collection  of  dresses,  gift 

Collection  of  men's  fashion  plates,  gift  of  Warren  K.  Cook  Co. 
Indian  embroidered  hanging,  purchase  / 
Set  of  English  crewel-work  bed  hangings,  eighteenth  century,  purchase 
About  100  dresses  by  name  designers,  gifts  of  various  donors 
Silver  tea  service,  New  York  about  1830,  bequest  of  Reuben  Wells  Leonard 
Cypriote  material,  sculpture  and  pottery,  over  300  items,  by  transfer  from  the  National  Gallery 
of  Canada 

Silver  cup  and  cover  by  Christian  Hillan,  London,  1740-1,  bequest  of  Mrs.  G.  Howard  Ferguson 
Wedgwood  chamber  candlestick,  1780-90,  gift  of  Miss  Helen  Norton 
Stone  sculpture  of  three  apostles,  Italian,  thirteenth  to  fourteenth  century,  purchase 
Eleven  pieces  of  moulded,  engraved,  and  painted  glass  of  Bohemian,  Saxon,  and  Dutch  origin, 
purchase  , 
Two  chandeliers,  English,  about  1770  and  1810,  purchase 
Staffordshire  dish,  signed  "James  Toft  1695,"  purchase 
Polychrome  wooden  God  the  Father,  Brussels  about  1500-25,  gift 
Pair  of  grey  pottery  jars  in  forms  of  owls,  Chinese,  Han,  gift  of  Miss  Alice  Boney 
Small  quatrefoil  silver  box,  Chinese,  T'ang,  purchase 
Small  fragment  of  early  Japanese  embroidery,  purchase 
Pair  of  Japanese  screens,  purchase 

Shinto  standing  wooden  figure,  Japanese,  eleventh  or  twelfth  century,  purchase 

Buddha  standing  figure,  bronze,  from  Negapatam,  India,  ninth  century,  purchase 
Large  brass  Buddha,  seated,  eighteenth  century,  Burma,  gift  of  Mrs.  James  E.  Hahn 
Seated  stone  Buddha,  Chinese,  T'ang,  gift  of  Mrs.  Edgar  Stone 

Korean  brass-bound  chest,  nineteenth  century,  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earle  Maybee 
Wooden  table,  altar  type,  Chinese  nineteenth  century,  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earle  Maybee 
Ivory  carved  figure  of  a  Dutch  woman,  Chinese,  early  seventeenth  century,  purchase 
Pottery  Jomon  figure,  prehistoric  Japanese,  purchase 

Gilt-bronze  altar  set  (Buddha  with  aureole  and  stand),  dated  a.d.  582,  purchase 

Three  Otsu-e  paintings,  Japanese,  purchase 

Celadon  Bowl,  Ming,  gift  of  Mrs.  C.  T.  Currelly 

Three  terracotta  figurines  from  Ch'ang-sha,  T'ang,  purchase 

Three  Japanese  prints  by  Zeshin,  nineteenth  century,  gift  of  Mr.  Edgar  Stone 

Pair  of  bronze  linch  pins,  Late  Chou,  gift  of  Mrs.  Edgar  Stone 

Polycleitan  figure  of  an  athlete,  marble,  purchase 

Portrait  bust  of  Thucydides,  purchase 

Bronze  patera,  purchase 

Alessandro  Vittoria  terracotta  bust  of  a  nobleman,  Italian,  about  1580,  purchase 
Casts  of  friezes  and  metopes  from  Elgin  Marbles  in  British  Museum,  purchase 
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DIVISION  OF  GEOLOGY  AND  MINERALOGY 


Gifts 

Cassiterite  from  Fresnillo,  Mexico,  by  Dr.  M.  H.  Frohberg 
Calcite  geode  from  Orderville,  Utah,  by  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bush 

Large  specimen  of  chalcopyrite  from  Temagami,  Ontario,  by  Temagami  Mining  Company 
Gancrinite,  sodalite,  scheelite,  aeschynite,  corundum,  magnesite,  asbestos,  platinum,  and  zircon 

from  various  localities  in  Russia,  by  P.  E.  Hopkins 
Cinnabar  from  Red  Devil,  Alaska,  by  Arthur  White 

Uranophane  crystals  from  Faraday  Mine,  Bancroft,  Ontario,  by  Arijis  Kalnins 
Tourmaline  crystals,  Esmeralda  Mine,  California,  by  John  Sinkankas 
Large  black  opal  gem,  by  Dr.  Sigmund  Samuel 

Chalcopyrite  crystals  on  dolomite,  from  Philippine  Islands,  by  Bruce  M.  Arnott 

Betafite  crystals,  Bancroft  area,  Ontario,  by  William  Plavik  and  Paul  Hoffman 

Sphalerite  and  cassiterite  from  Nigeria;  monazite  and  aquamarine  from  Mozambique;  rosasite 

from  Nevada,  by  E.  Kelsey 
Josephinite,  Josephine  County,  Oregon,  by  Alex.  Skrecky 

Uranothorite,  Faraday  Mine,  Bancroft,  Ontario,  by  Ontario  Department  of  Mines 
Pyrophyllite,  Conception  Bay,  Newfoundland,  by  Mrs.  S.  Crozier 
Pitchblende,  near  Yellowknife,  N.W.T.,  by  D.  H.  Gorman 

Uraninite  crystals  from  Wilberforce  area,  ellsworthite  from  Hybla;  euxenite  and  fergusonite 

from  Britt,  Ontario,  by  Lloyd  Evans 
Carnotite  from  Carbon  Co.,  Montana,  by  G.  L.  Bruner 
Vanadinite,  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  by  Frank  Ebbutt 
Dyscrasite  from  Cobalt,  Ontario,  by  R.  White 
Thunder  eggs,  Black  Bay,  Lake  Superior,  by  Colin  MacMillan 
Synthetic  diamonds,  by  General  Electric  Company 
Jadeite  boulder  from  Burma,  by  John  Lindsley  Fund 

Suite  of  minerals-  associated  with  nepheline,  from  Methuen  Twp.,  Ontario,  by  American 
Nepheline  Company 

Large  marble  slab  which  shows  distortion  due  to  action  of  gravity,  by  Humar  Corporation 
Purchases 

Facetted  topaz  (Imperial  blue),  3,000  carats 

"Star  of  Lanka,"  blue  star  sapphire,  194  carats 

Facetted  blue  spinel,  18.3  carats 

Facetted  red  spinel,  1 1  carats 

Morganite  cat's  eye,  118  carats 

Mineral  specimens  from  many  parts  of  the  world 

Collected  by  Staff  Members 

Crystallized  uranothorite,  various  locations  in  Bancroft-Wilberforce  area 

Amazonite  from  Renfrew  County,  Ontario 

Manganite  from  Steep  Rock  Iron  Mine,  Ontario 

Asbestos  from  Wakefield,  Quebec 

Crystallized  fluorescent  scapolite,  Hybla,  Ontario 

Massive  allanite  from  Cardiff  Twp.,  Ontario 

Specimens  showing  mud  cracks,  rainprints,  glacial  striae,  from  northern  Alberta  and  N.W.T.; 
fine  specimens  of  drag-folding,  southeastern  Ontario 

Exchange 

Hambergite,  columbite,  San  Diego  County,  California  (with  John  Sinkankas) 

Thucolite,  Quirke  Lake,  Ontario;  niocalite,  Oka,  Quebec;  grunerite,  Mt.  Wright,  New  Quebec 

(with  D.  H.  Gorman) 
Rockbridgeite,  George  County,  Maryland  (with  French  Morgan) 
Several  minerals  from  eastern  United  States  (with  Elmer  Rowley) 
Niocalite,  Oka,  Quebec  (with  T.  Seward) 

Aluminian  ferroanthophyllite,  northeast  Japan  (with  Yataro  Seki) 

Autunite  and  other  Portuguese  minerals  (with  E.  Kelsey) 

Uraninite,  Lake  Athabaska,  Saskatchewan  (with  C.  Anson-Cartwright) 

Danalite,  McDame  area,  British  Columbia  (with  R.  M.  Thompson) 

Scheelite  crystals,  Tulare  County,  California  (with  Division  of  Mines,  California) 

Crystallized  marmatite,  Chihuahua,  Mexico  (with  George  B.  Hinton) 


9 


DIVISION  OF  ZOOLOGY  AND  PALAEONTOLOGY 

Vertebrate  Palaeo zoology:  large  collections,  numbering  many  hundreds  of  specimens,  of  Peru- 
vian Pleistocene  vertebrates 

Invertebrate  Palaeo  zoology:  (1)  large  collection  of  Peruvian  Pleistocene  invertebrates,  mainly 
palecypods  and  gastropods;  (2)  large  collection  of  invertebrates  from  the  Mississippian 
Rundle  formation  received  from  Dr.  G.  H.  Crickmay  of  the  Imperial  Oil  Company,  Calgary 

Ornithology:  (1)  the  Munro  Research  Collection  of  birds:  an  extremely  noteworthy  addition 
of  some  8,299  specimens  of  inestimable  value  in  the  field  of  systematic  ornithology; 
(2)  donation  of  the  Charles  Long  collection  of  East  African  birds;  (3)  the  Arthur  Smith 
collection  of  Ontario  birds 

Mammalogy:  the  Munro  Collection  of  mammals,  2,723  specimens 
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